
Well, our Bowsprit editor has me on a strict deadline this month so this is going to be short and sweet! We 

had a tremendous amount of fun this month.  The month started out with another great educational pres-

entation coordinated by Steve Steakley.  This month Steve directed his attention to all the female skip-

pers!  We had speakers give suggestions and tips on topics such as man over-board techniques and 

emergency radio operation.  You men may, or may not want to increase your life insurance policies!  Very 

informative and I personally think that Steve should consider a follow up course.   

The next weekend many of us converged upon the Rockport Music Festival.  We enjoyed the music of 

Jerry Jeff Walker, Gary P. Nunn, and many other Texas musicians.  I truly hope that this will become an 

annual event which we can schedule one of our monthly cruises around.  It was hot, but the beer was cold! 

Bruce Swart did everything in his power to make a race happen on June 18th, but the weather just did not cooperate.  We did however, 

have a blast at the evening Summer Sailstice Party which was suggested and coordinated by Tammy 

Swart.  We all decked out in our most festive summer attire and funniest sunglasses and celebrated 

the start of a great summer.  In addition to the party, we had the installation of the new bookcase 

upstairs.  We really do have some talented carpenters in our midst!  Thank you Harry, Bill and the 

rest of your woodworking crew!  It really looks nice and will be a great way to display our yearly 

albums.   

I am still recovering from this last weekend.  BYC and MORF had a combined offshore regatta 

which was also well attended by our cruisers, that was nothing less than awesome.  Saturday 

morning was a little iffy when a sizeable downpour showed up but by start time, the sun was out 

and the waves were geared to put us to the test.  I think we were all a little wobbly when our feet 

touched the dock that evening, but we had a great race! There were some literal split second 

finishes!  Thanks again to Bruce Swart for coordinating with MORF.  We had a delicious meal that 

evening which was “catered” by Phyllis Vaughn and Mary Harrington.  Thank you ladies for feed-

ing all of us hungry racers!  During that same evening we had the pleasure of participating in a 

burgee exchange with Ernie Rogers from the Portofino Harbour Yacht Club.  Way to go Doug!  

The race back the next day was sunny and pleasurable and ended with trophy presentations, 

beverages, and snacks back at the BYC.   

I hope that everyone can attend the 4th of July celebration next Monday.  The schedule is going to 

include dingy poker races, sunfish, and good food and company.  I hope to see you all there!   

On July 9th the Rockport Yacht Club will be hosting the Lighthouse Race followed by a dinner and 

party at their club.  Bastille Day will be our next cruise over to Ingleside On-The-Bay which is 

scheduled for July 16th.  These are both very fun events if you have never gone and I highly en-

courage everyone to attend. 

As always, I thank our club members for everything you do!  Have a wonderful and safe Fourth of 

July! 

     Lisa Kelley, Commodore 
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Important Notice to Club 
Members! 

 
The general membership 
may contact any member 

of the Nominating 
Committee for potential 

board members, after said 
member has contacted the 
nominees to determine if 
they are willing to serve.   

Please notify the 
Committee by August 30th, 

as the Nominating 
Committee will present the 

2012 Executive Board 
ballot at the September 

10th board meeting and the 
general membership will 

vote at the October 8th 
General Membership 

Meeting.   
The Nominating 

Committee members are: 
Walt Crawford 
Brenda Hiler 

John Huddleston 
Jo Hebert and 

Jan Streep 
 
 

Membership News** David & Anne Driver 

Please welcome David & Anne Driver to the Club!  David is a retired 

Air Force officer where he worked in hospital administration.  Anne 

is currently teaching third grade and previously worked in social 

work.  They like cruising and are excited to begin participating in 

our many Club activities.  They own a Valiant 40’ called Sanctuary. 

http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/auth/login?why=pw&next=apps%2Fprofile%2FprofilePage%3Fid%3D40216249
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/mapandwidgets.htm
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Spence/Neipert Dinner ** June 4th 

Education #2 ** Women’s On Board Emergency Procedures ** June 4th  

More than 20 Club members gathered for the second in our Education 

Series discussions.  Steve Steakley polled the participants and found that 

many of our fears were the same; How to get help, how to get a person 

back on board, MOB procedures, how to stop the boat.   

Johnny Huddleston spoke on a primary concern when considering what 

to do in an on-the-water emergency,  DSC/VHF 

Communication.  Who do we call and how do 

we call them.  He informed us about the US 

Coast Guard’s Rescue 21 system, which is a coast to coast communications system set in 

place to protect mariners.  Johnny explained how with DSC radios, notifying the proper 

authorities of an emergency and of your exact position is a one-touch process… if your 

radio is properly installed.  Attendees who have these radios thought it would be good to 

get together and test them. 

Bob Barrow was our second guest speaker.  He gave us all vitally important tips on 

several of the recognized methods of dealing with MOBs such as the quick stop, the 

heave to and the figure 8.  He showed us one very simple method called the Wil-

liamson turn.  There are many factors that 

go into the decision of which method you 

should use in a given situation.  But the 

common rule for all is that you must prac-

tice them ahead of time and discuss what to 

do in an emergency.  The subject of boating 

safety is much too broad to expect all of the answers in an hour and a half, 

but you won’t find anyone in attendance who didn’t take away 

some valuable bit of information from this seminar.  Thanks to all 

of our speakers.  Agenda 

Photos 

The Spences were at it again… this time with the 

help of David and Debra Neipert.  They served 

Taco Salads, complete with shells and the works, 

to over 40 Club members and guests.  I’ve never 

seen so much guacamole in my LIFE!  They just 

kept it coming.  The Domingues were in town vis-

iting with their son, Glendon and his lovely 

family.  They were all here with the kids as 

guests.  Pete Bickel was back… we’ll get him yet!   

Our Commodore, Lisa was conspicuously absent so the announcements 

were done by the next highest ranking officer present, our treasurer, Jo 

Ann.  It was a beautiful summer night and a good time 

was had by all.   
More Photos 

http://www.boatus.com/foundation/dsc/player.html
http://www.boatus.com/foundation/dsc/player.html
http://www.uscg.mil/acquisition/rescue21/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Man_overboard_rescue_turn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Man_overboard_rescue_turn
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showMonth?calID=1665640&year=2011&month=6
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/photos/album?albumid=11697601
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/photos/album?albumid=11711980
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Unofficial Club Event ** Rockport Music Festival 

BYC Series Race #2 ** Summer Sailstice 

Fulton Harbor was the scene of the Rockport Music Festival this June 9th 

though 11th.  The Huddlestons and Hilers made a week of it as they cruised 

their way over to Fulton.  Many other BYC members sailed or drove over on 

Friday and Saturday to attend what turned out to be quite a fun weekend.  We 

had a nice breeze to combat the heat of wall to wall sunshine as we found our 

spot to watch the singers, Ray Wylie Hubbard, Gary P Nunn and Jerry Jeff 

Walker to name a few…  Danny at the Aransas 

Navigation District made us all feel very welcome and went out of his way to 

be helpful.  The area restaurants and shops provided us with other diver-

sions as we hung out all weekend.  The music was good… the people watch-

ing was great… having our boats practically in the middle of the venue was 

fabulous!  Merlin’s massive American Flag waved protectively over it all and 

was quite a crowd pleaser.  Bill and Jan hosted an after party on Saturday 

night that lasted until the wee hours on Sunday.  The winds were building as 

one by one, we left for home on Sunday morning.  There was mention of scheduling this event again next 

year and if they do… we should all make plans to do it again as an official Club cruise.  But for this year, 

THANKS Johnny for putting it all together for us! 

More Photos 

More Photos 

Well… once again, we’ve been bamboozled 

by the winds!  This Series race is just not 

meant to be.  We had people signed up to 

race but on Friday evening, the call was 

made to cancel as the forecast was not fa-

vorable and our Skippers figured it wasn’t 

worth it to beat ourselves and our equip-

ment to Smithereens.    But never fear!  It’s 

amazing how much fun a group of adults can have with a few pair of crazy sunglasses.  We had a 

smashing turnout for the pot-luck dinner on Saturday night.  Most brought goodies to share so we 

had plenty as usual.  Many came decked out in bright summer colors and sunglasses.  Those who 

didn’t have sunglasses to wear were given a pair.  We wandered around looking goofy and I know I 

was a little jealous of the Colley’s and Jake.  Where DID they find those things?!?  The Summer 

Sailstice is a worldwide celebration on the weekend nearest the actual Summer Solstice.  It is 

meant to promote sailing awareness as you all must be 

aware, is dwindling.  The more visible we can be, the bet-

ter!  It’s not too late to sign up for this year’s drawing for 

prizes.  I hope that this event will make it onto our calen-

dar next year in an even bigger way! 

                                            Tammy Swart We’re Famous! 

http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/photos/album?albumid=11755154
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/photos/album?albumid=11783082
http://www.summersailstice.com/
http://www.summersailstice.com/
http://www.summersailstice.com/articles/viewarticle/595/
http://www.summersailstice.com/articles/tales/
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MORF Offshore Regatta/BYC Series Race #3/Race Cruise June 25-26 

Friday, Tammy and I sailed Elan upwind, motored upwind and motor-sailed upwind to Port A arriving in 

time for cocktails with BYC members.  Saturday morning, the BYC members who were participating in the 

Offshore Race attended the Skipper’s meeting thinking “this could be a long race”.  Ambassador and Agape 

were in the All Sails fleet with a thirty mile course.  Merlin, SeaFlight and Warrior were in the non-

spinnaker fleet doing a twenty mile course and the distances didn’t  include the upwind factor.  

We all started in front of the Port A Pavilion and, thankfully… the wind was not out of the East.  We were 

able to sail out into the Gulf without tacking.  We were met by some serious waves at the jetty entrance and 

spray was flying everywhere.  Once outside, Merlin, Seaflight and Warrior battled their way upwind in big 

waves and strong winds. The three boats rounded the first mark within a few boat lengths of one another 

and sailed off on a broad reach with the waves frequently knocking us sideways.  Once rounding the last mark, it was straight 

downwind.  Merlin had no spinnaker pole and broad reached away and tacked back to the finish.  Warrior went wing on 

wing and started doing “death rolls” from side to side so they took the pole down and broad reached to the finish.  SeaFlight 

broad reached a short distance and decided that we couldn’t keep up with Merlin, so we went downwind wing on wing but 

with an easier wind angle than Warrior had experienced.  The boats were again separated by just a few boat lengths at the 

finish line and all of the crews later agreed that it was great race.   

Meanwhile, Ambassador and Agape set out on their longer course and even with their spinnakers,  arrived over an hour 

later.  Those in the smaller boats were thrown around much worse and even long time racing crewmembers spoke of mal de 

mer.  

Now for the really hard work, Phyllis Vaughn took responsibility for feeding the race crews 

and BYC members taking part in the Cruise to Port a Dinner.  She had to deal with not know-

ing  if we really had a place to eat and had to wait until Saturday morning to know how many 

people she had to feed.  Phyllis, Lisa and occasionally I, did a lot of emailing during the week 

but in the end with the help of Mary Herrington and many others, she managed to feed almost 

seventy people and made the Club some money as well.  I also want to thank Andy for volun-

teering at the last minute to make a run to get the drinks and ice that I forgot to bring and 

later, for taking beverages to the club to be used on Sunday.  After stuffing ourselves on bris-

ket and killer brownies, it was time for the awards.   

In the All Sails division Ambassador skippered by Doug Weakly was First, Agape skippered by 

Greg Turman was Second and Passion skippered by Billy Liles was Third.  In the non-spinnaker 

division, Merlin skippered by Bill Streep was First, Warrior skippered by Hal Peterson was Sec-

ond, SeaFlight skippered by Mark Hilar was Third, Whistle skippered by Barbara Mathis was 

Fourth and Entropy skippered by Mark Herrington was Fifth.  The day ended with the usual 

gathering of sailors around the slips and sharing stories.  We had a visiting Commodore from 

the Portofino Harbour Yacht Club, Ernie Rogers.  He was here for a Burgee exchange. 

Sunday morning, another skipper’s meeting and the competitors were assigned their starting times and given the course of 

“head for home” and we did.  Winds were at fifteen to twenty knots on the beam and everybody was at full speed all the way 

home.  Steve Steakley who was the man in charge of taking down the finishing times remarked that even he was excited 

watching the boats blast across the finish line.  Steve was also in charge of preparing the Club for the thirsty sailor’s award 

ceremony.  Steve and Brittney Honeycutt laid out the snacks and Andy brought in the coolers filled with beer, colas and wa-

ter from MORF.  While waiting for the award presentations we all reminisced over the great racing the great food and the joy 

of being out at Port A.  It was now time for the awards to be given out.  In All Sails, It was again Doug Weakly on Ambassa-

dor in First, John Davidson on Monsoon in Second and Passion in Third.  Not to be outdone by Doug, Bill Streep on Merlin 

was First in Working Sails, Mark Hiler was Second on SeaFlight, Greg Turman was Third on Agape, Hal Peterson was 

Fourth on Warrior and Bruce Swart was Fifth on Elan.  I left after the awards but many of our members stayed and contin-

ued to enjoy each other’s company. 

 

Bruce Swart 

David Neipert’s 

You Tube Video 

Check out more pho-

tos and upload your 

own! 

http://www.portofinoharbour.com/
http://youtu.be/XBS5C9-SVc0
http://youtu.be/XBS5C9-SVc0
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/photos/album?albumid=11829816
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/photos/album?albumid=11829816
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/photos/album?albumid=11829816
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Bastille Day Cruise to Bahia  ** July 16-17 

Don’t forget this month’s BYC Cruise is going to be  to Ingleside On The Bay!  We’ll be cruising 

over to Bahia Marina by boat or by automobile to be a part of the Annual Bastille Day Celebra-

tion hosted by Keith and Carol Regnier.   There will be an electric boat race in the afternoon.   

For more information, contact Brian Lawson at 361-563-8442 or at  sailnoff@hotmail.com.  

Covered dish dinner begins at 7:00 pm.  Contribution for the band is $10 per person.  Larry Joe 

Taylor will play into the night  for our listening entertainment.  Remember to bring your lawn 

chairs.  Contact Keith or Carol at 361-776-7295 or at bahiamarina@cableone.net.  It’s always a 

good time and with the draught we’ve had, maybe the mosquitoes won’t carry us off this year!   

4th of July Celebration ** July  4th 

Plan to spend the whole day at the Marina on the 4th.  There will be Sunfish activities 
from 10:00 to 1:00.  You are on your own for lunch.  Around 3:00 we will start the La-
dies Dingy Poker Run followed by the Men’s Dingy Poker Run.  After dinner there will 
be  a Dinghy Relay Race.  If you plan to participate in the relay race please reply to 
Brenda Hiler @ bhiler@hotmail.com.  We need your outboard motor size so we can 
form up teams. Prizes will be awarded for all events.  Don’t forget the fireworks after 
dark.  There is no charge for dinner.  This one is on the Social Committee.  If you plan 
to get down to the club later in the day, remember there is a 4th parade at 6:00.  Don’t 
know what time they will start closing off Shoreline.  Bring the whole family but 
please let us know how many will be coming @ tx7777@swbell.net or 361-852-7006. 

http://www.3rdcoastcaptains.com/
http://www.hshyachts.com/
http://www.zdanskymapstore.com/
http://www.tireandlubeexpress.net/
mailto:bowsprit@bayyachtclub.org
http://kwcoastalbend.yourkwoffice.com/
http://www.bahiamarinaoftexas.com/
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7 pm Dinner Craw-
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BYC Series Race #4 ** July 23rd      

We finally got a race in!  Series Race #2 is still out there but we snuck in #3.  Our next Series Race is sched-

uled for Saturday,  July 23rd.  The Skipper’s Meeting will be from 10:15 to 10:30 at the Bay Yacht Club and 

the first boat will start at 12:00 hours. There are a total of 5 races in the 2011 Series and boats wishing to 

qualify for awards must sail in at least 3.    The fee of $20 should be paid if you participate in more than 1 

race.   Contact Bruce Swart @ mbswart42@yahoo.com.  Also, mark your calendar for the 49th Annual Navy 

Regatta which is scheduled for  August 6th and 7th.  We will need some volunteers to bring food to the Club 

for the Kickoff Party on Friday before the race.  More info to follow. 

http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showMonth?calID=1665640&year=2011&month=6
http://ccmorf.org/
http://ccmorf.org/
http://www.rockportyachtclub.org/Racing.php
http://www.rockportyachtclub.org/Racing.php
http://ccmorf.org/
http://ccmorf.org/
http://www.bahiamarinaoftexas.com/
http://www.bahiamarinaoftexas.com/
http://ccmorf.org/
http://ccmorf.org/
http://ccmorf.org/
http://ccmorf.org/

